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ORDINANCE NO.:  35 -2008 

INTRODUCED BY:  Gambatese 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT IN 

CONNECTION WITH A COMMUNITY DIVERSION PROGRAM TO 

ADDRESS JUVENILE MISDEMEANOR AND STATUS OFFENDERS IN 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY 

DIVERSION PROGRAM FUND AS A SPECIAL REVENUE FUND; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Chapter 2151 and the Rules of Juvenile 

Procedure give general authority for the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court to establish 

legal mechanisms to divert complaints before they are filed for formal court action, while 

protecting the constitutional due process rights of accused juveniles; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.11 permits the Cuyahoga County 

Juvenile Court to participate with other public agencies in programs which have as their 

objective the prevention and control of juvenile delinquency; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court desires to promote and develop 

a Community Diversion Program to address juvenile misdemeanor and status offenders, 

in order to divert youths who are juvenile offenders involving misdemeanor and status 

offenses from formal court action and to utilize community resources to ameliorate such 

situations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court has agreed to develop and 

implement a Community Diversion Program for misdemeanor and status offense 

complaints against juveniles in the City of Richmond Heights for offenses that are 

committed elsewhere by Richmond Heights residents; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council desires to enter into an agreement with the Cuyahoga 

County Juvenile Court to assist the City in addressing juvenile misdemeanor and status 

offenses, and to request financial assistance thereunder; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of 

Richmond Heights, State of Ohio, that: 

Section 1: The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an Inter-agency 

Agreement with the CUYAHOGA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT to assist the City in 

addressing juvenile misdemeanor and status offenses and to request financial assistance 

in connection with a Community Diversion Program established by the Cuyahoga County 
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Juvenile Court, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporate herein 

by reference, which is in all respects hereby approved. 

 

Section 2: There shall be and is hereby established the "Community Diversion 

Program Fund" as a special revenue fund of the City to process all receipts and 

expenditures in connection with this Program. 

 

Section 3: Funds received from the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court in 

connection with the Community Diversion Program shall be placed in the Community 

Diversion Program Fund; and any local funds necessary to carry out the Community 

Diversion Program shall be paid from the Community Diversion Program Fund. 

 

Section 4: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open 

meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council, and of any of its 

committees, that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public in 

compliance with all legal requirements. 

 

Section 5: This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 

immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety 

and welfare of the City, and for the further reason that it is immediately necessary to 

participate with the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court in the Community Diversion 

Program to assist the City in dealing with juvenile misdemeanor and status offenses; 

therefore, provided this Ordinance receives the affirmative vote of five members of 

Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by 

the Mayor; otherwise from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

PASSED:             

        Daniel J. Ursu,  Mayor  

 

APPROVED:      

 

 

ATTEST:             

  Betsy Traben     David H. Roche 

  Clerk of Council     President of Council 
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